
 
DOWNERS GROVE 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

Minutes 

February 12, 2015 

 
I. Roll Call 

There being no chair, a motion was made to nominate Commissioner Cavallo as Chair for 
meeting by Commissioner Salmon, the motion passed by a voice vote.  

Acting Chair Cavallo called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and asked for a roll call.  

Present: Acting Chair Cavallo, Commissioner Marron, Commissioner Mlade, 
Commissioner Riley, Commissioner Salmon. 
Absent: Chairman Pelloso, Commissioner McCann, Commissioner Wikowsky. 
 

II. Visitor Welcome 
 
Jan Potts, a resident from the community came to attend the meeting after she saw the 
presentation from The Conservation Foundation noted on the agenda.  
 
Jan Roehll from the Conservation Foundation was also in attendance to speak.  

 
III. View and Approval of January 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes. 

Motion made to approve minutes, passed by a voice vote.  
 
IV. Staff update on ongoing projects: 

 
Ms. Miles provided an update regarding a visit from SCARCE at the March meeting to 
discuss the Green Business Audit.  
 
Ms. Miles also discussed the Public Works open house May 15th. This will coincide with 
a rain barrel sale. A representative from The Conservation Foundation will be there as 
well with a table for displays and to discuss ideas and projects with residents.  
 
Ms. Miles discussed the March 18th – Stormwater workshop to be held at the Village 
Hall. The Conservation Foundation and other vendors will be there to talk to residents.  
 
A presentation was then given by Jan Roehll of The Conservation Foundation. She 
attended the meeting in place of Jim Kleinwachter. Ms. Roehll discussed a grant received 
from the DuPage Community Foundation; Downers Grove was one of the communities 
selected.  
 



Ms. Roehll explained The Conservation at Home program: a resident can work with The 
Conservation Foundation on sustainable practices on their property.  
 
Ms. Roehll discussed meetings with the Village’s Director of Public Works Nan Newlon, 
and the Village’s Stormwater Administrator, Karen Daulton Lange on projects that the 
Village needs help implementing. One is a tree sale that could be run by the CF in fall or 
spring for Downers Grove. Another project discussed was streambank stabilization.  
 
Ms. Roehll also provided insight into her experiences in previous positions where she 
encountered issues with residents and working with government agencies and how 
positive The Conservation Foundation experiences can be when interacting with 
residents.  
 
The last item Ms. Roehll talked about is the large volunteer effort for Downers Grove and 
the need to organize them and programs they can be used for. Ms. Newlon and Ms. 
Daulton Lange expressed interest in having The Conservation Foundation assist in that 
organization effort.  
 
Both Ms. Roehll, Ms. Newlon, and Ms. Daulton Lange decided to come to the ECC to 
get ideas for programs The Conservation Foundation can be involved in.  
 
Ms. Roehll also discussed the issues with the Emerald Ash Borer and how tree sales can 
help those issues. This is a program that has been offered to other local communities.  
 
She disseminated a brochure for the commission to refer to as well.  
 
At the conclusion of her presentation, Ms. Roehll answered questions on the 
Conservation at Home Program, and the Conservation at Work Program. She explained 
how this has led to a project that her co-worker Jim Kleinwachter is working on called 
Meadowmix.  This product is used to address the native plant issue. It is a low grow 
native plant mix that can be used in parkways, and in park districts that don’t need grass. 
In the long-run, it can be very cost-effective. Information was given on maintenance and 
issues with the product.  
 
Acting Chair Cavallo asked Ms. Roehll on a tree inventory program for Downers Grove. 
There was a discussion on what the benefits of having an inventory would be for the 
Village between the Commissioners. Acting Chair Cavallo mentioned this has been an 
issue discussed in the past with the Commission.  
 
Acting Chair Cavallo also asked Ms. Roehll on streambank stabilization, specifically the 
work in Lyman Woods, and if it could be used as an example for the public. Ms. Roehll 
advised it would be useful as an education tool, and that Downers Grove staff has talked 
about a rain garden project at Lyman Woods as well.   
 
Ms. Roehll also mentioned that the county has in the past provided some funds to 
residents for streambank stabilization.  



 
Commission Salmon expressed how the ECC should be a tool for disseminating 
information to the community in partnership with The Conservation Foundation on the 
stormwater utility and its benefits.  
 
Acting Chair Cavallo asked for the possibility of a rain garden walk through the 
community and that was discussed with the ECC. Ms. Roehll mentioned the 
Conservation at Home program provides signage for residents to publicize their 
sustainability efforts. 
 
Acting Chair Cavallo also suggested the ECC working at Grove Fest, and Ms. Miles said 
she would discuss with staff on that possibility. Ms. Miles also mentioned the virtual 
garden walk that was part of the last stormwater workshop.  
 
Ms. Potts discussed the possibility of raffling off rain barrels designed by local artists or 
students.  

 
Commission McCann asked Ms. Roehll what experience The Conservation Foundation 
has with homeowners associations. She discussed the work they have done with 
Naperville. Commissioner McCann asked for a listing of the associations in Downers 
Grove. Ms. Miles noted she would look into that.  
 
Commissioner Mlade asked where info could be found on streambank stabilization and 
Ms. Miles said she would talk with public works on that information, if there is any 
funding there.  

 
V. New Business 

 
Commissioner Mlade asked for a copy of the presentation Ms. Deitch gave at the January 
meeting. He also expressed his ideas on doing strategic planning for the commission 
going forward. Commissioner McCann expressed his interested in developing a roadmap 
of some kind for the commission. Commissioner Salmon suggested picking a topic for 
the ECC to focus on. Ms. Miles said she would send out the presentation to the 
commission. 

 
The commission concluded that all Commissioners will put together a list of 4 topic areas 
for next month’s meeting.  

 
A discussion started by Commissioner Mlade began surrounding his preference to 
spending time during meetings on work sessions rather than informational presentations 
by visitors. The commission decided to push off the visit from SCARCE until April or 
May when the green business application is finalized so a more pointed discussion could 
be had. Ms. Miles will contact SCARCE with this information. 
 
Commissioner Salmon brought up the Village’s publications, and where the ECC can 
provide education to the community on the ECCs work. Ms. Miles will look into any 
previous work that Nick Santoro put towards this communication effort.  



 
Commissioner Salmon and Commissioner Mlade asked about subcommittees within the 
commission, and Acting Chair Cavallo said that was not possible due to the bylaws. 
 
Ms. Miles will send an email to the group to remind them the tasks they have to complete 
for next month’s meeting.  
 
Lastly, Commissioner Salmon updated the commission on the resolution passed by 
DuPage County opposing the nuclear project on the lake discussed at last month’s 
meeting.  

 
V. Adjournment 

 
The next meeting is March 12. 
 
Acting Chair Cavallo asked for a motion to adjourn, and it was passed with a voice vote.  

 


